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Celebrating Blessings!
The June theme is Celebrating Blessings. It can feel hard sometimes to find
blessings and moments of joy these days, but here are a few: congratulations to our
RE teachers who graduated last weekend! We are so grateful for you.

Emma Gaudreau
Emma just graduated from Mt Holyoke with her Masters of Arts in
Teaching (M.A.T.) and will be teaching in a primary classroom
next year. She is excited for another year at USNF and we are so
glad that she will continue to be our early childhood educator.

Ruby Kules
Ruby just graduated from Mt Holyoke as an undergraduate. Ruby
will be moving to Philadelphia where has a teaching position in a
second grade classroom. We will miss Ruby a lot and wish her
the best of luck!

Help Plan Next Year

Adult Programs Survey
What programs would you like to
see at USNF next year? Help us
plan for 2022-2023.

Children & Families Survey
What RE classes and programs
should we offer next year? What
parent & caregiver groups?

https://www.uunorthampton.org/


Adult Programs Survey
Children & Family RE Survey

Memorial Day Service
Memorial Day Weekend Sunday Service
If you will not be attending the service and would like us to read the name of someone
important to you who has died in the past year, please let us know by Friday
morning: minister@uunorthampton.org

RE Updates
Early Childhood
This month we will be circling back to our first principle as we talk
about and celebrate LGBTQIA+ Pride month. We will read stories and
do activities about how we can be an ally, be inclusive, support our
friends and how each and every one of us are blessings.

Our faith uses the idea of blessing to refer to something good,
something that feels like a gift. Celebrating blessings means
remembering with gratitude all the good things in our lives. We will
also celebrate the end of the school year for a lot of our kiddos and
the connections and memories we have made together in RE!

Click here for the June Early Childhood-Primary Newsletter for families.

-Emma Gaudreau (she/her)
Early Childhood Educator

preschool@uunorthampton.org

Elementary RE
The elementary RE class is finally
finishing up their interdependent web
mural (with the help of the early
childhood group). From the sky to
underground, the students have
reflected on the animals and plants

that we are connected to and that connect to us. We will spend the last weeks reinforcing
the 7th principle with projects to respect the interdependent web.

Thanks to Harriet Diamond for all of your hard work in making this project happen!

Coming of Age
Our 7th-9th graders are wrapping up their year of Coming of Age with the Credo Service on
June 12. We hope you will attend this multigenerational service.

Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education
Here is a parent's feedback on our middle school OWL

https://forms.gle/g7x7KC71xXjR8uTC6
https://forms.gle/UgcBU3dhFt7VzLBB6
mailto:minister@uunorthampton.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZWfSVnHyituyeRBXwsLKWxQQGKs9OZPujLzE6lmvVtY/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:preschool@uunorthampton.org


program:

"I just want to express sincere gratitude for all that you folks
do! The OWL program has been awesome, and I have to admit I
felt totally overwhelmed and daunted by the prospect of
teaching human sexuality to my kids. I really feel that the

program has paved the way for lives of healthy sexuality for my children, and for that I am
so grateful! I feel that this falls under the umbrella of It Takes a Village."

-Julienne Guillaume

Youth Group
Youth Group had a successful camping trip at the Mohawk Trail
Campground in Charlemont from May 20th-22nd. It was our first
camping trip in three years due to the pandemic and we were joined
by several Youth Group alums and members of Coming of Age. We
had midnight worship, lots of s'mores, went swimming in the
Deerfield River, and played classic games like Mafia and Spyfall. One member of the Youth
Group and one adviser were bridged out. We are taking a break next week for Memorial
Day and will meet again on June 5th at our regular time, 2-4 pm, at USNF.

-Johnny Williams
Youth & Young Adult Coordinator

youthfulusnf@gmail.com

Young Adults
We engaged in some community service by weeding mugwort, an invasive weed, at the
Hitchcock Center for the Environment this month. We will have our last meeting of the year
on June 12th from 5-6:30pm outside at the Unitarian Society of Northampton & Florence.
We will recap this past year and think about intentions and plans for next year.
If you would like to join us or get added to our email list you can email Johnny at
youthfulusnf@gmail.com.

-Johnny Williams (they/ them)
Youth and Young Adult Coordinator

youthfulusnf@gmail.com

June Family Gathering
The RE Council invites families, volunteers, teachers, and
mentors for a June gathering at 9:30 am on Sunday, June
5, in Pulaski Park. Muffins provided!

For more information, email Jessica.

Family Faith Exploration at Home

June Theme: Celebrating Blessings

Here are some activities to celebrate blessings

mailto:youthfulusnf@gmail.com
mailto:youthfulusnf@gmail.com
mailto:youthfulusnf@gmail.com
mailto:dre@uunorthampton.org


as a family:
Before dinner, pause for a blessing
together. As a family you can create a
blessing that is meaningful to you.
Share what you are grateful for at the
end of the day.
Send a note or card to a family member
or friend, offering them well wishes.
Discuss what the idea of blessing means to you.
Celebrate!! Find occasions over the month to celebrate (e.g., end of
school, a beautiful day, Juneteenth, the first day of summer).

Sing Out the vote in our Great Hall
A Benefit Concert for the Movement Voter Project 
With Annie Patterson & Emma’s Revolution
Sunday, June 12th, 7pm.
In-person & on Zoom

Proof of vaccination or negative COVID test & masking required for
in-person attendance. Click below for tickets and more information.

https://www.riseupandsing.org/events/sing-out-vote-northampton

Beacon Schedule
The USNF Beacon is published on Tuesdays with featured articles appearing each week. The

monthly schedule is:
 
Week 1 - Minister's Notes
Week 2 - Board Report
Week 3 - Committee Reports and Articles
Week 4 - Religious Education and Faith Development
Week 5 - Editor's choice for months with 5 Tuesdays
 
Articles/photos are due the Friday before the week they are to be published. Articles should be
250 words max. For longer articles, please contact the editor.

Send Submissions, with the word Beacon in the subject line to:
newsletter@uunorthampton.org
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