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Board Report
The Board of Trustees met via zoom on nearly the
longest night of the year, Dec. 20th, sharing
reflections on what this transitional time of year
means to each of us and how change can energize us
and deplete us at the same time. We discussed
continuing ways to remain connected as a
community and are always open to suggestions!
Many were looking forward to Christmas Eve inperson services, but unfortunately with the rapidly
increasing case numbers of COVID19, the decision
was made to cancel the in-person service and shift
back to online services for now. We will continue to
rely on our steadfast Transition Team to help
determine when we can safely be in person again.
Preparations are well underway for coverage for Jessica’s maternity leave and
Janet’s sabbatical and more information will follow in these pages as each draws
closer. We reviewed and approved various updates to the personnel manual
which had already passed through a rigorous review by Janet, the President's
Team, USNF member Vicki Baum-Hommes, and an employment lawyer.
We also had an informative discussion with Jon Sass about our upcoming
stewardship campaign and the ways we try to balance the need to raise funds to
support the mission of USNF with the many challenges of soliciting pledges.
Fortunately so far this year, pledge receipts are ahead of expenditures and we are
deeply grateful that so many have been able to give so generously.
Moving forward we are pleased to continue to support Irida by extending the use
of our kitchen as she works to support her family with her growing pierogi

business. We look forward to the zoom spiritual discussion group on Jan 19th
from 5-6:15 on Living with Intention. We hope many will be able to join us on Jan.
20th via zoom from 7:00 - 8:30 pm for continued discussions on the UUA report
“Widening the Circle of Concern," a look at cultural and institutional changes
needed to help dismantle structural and systemic racism within our
denomination. (More info on both these meetings can be found at the end of the
newsletter.) The more who are able to participate, the richer the ideas generated
and the discussions that ensue!!! Won’t you please share yourself with us!
-Julie Chandler, Board Member

Jessica's Maternity Leave
Jessica Harwood, our beloved Director of Faith Development and Community
Engagement, will be taking maternity leave soon! Her due date is January 21 and
she will plan to continue to work as long as she is able. She will be off through
March 13 and will come back part-time for a few weeks after that, before
returning full-time.
While she is off, the RE Council and Emma Gaudreau, USNF's early childhood
educator, will cover her duties, with detailed plans in place as follows:
For general questions about our Sunday morning religious education classes,
please email Emma at emmadg12@gmail.com.
For questions regarding Our Whole Lives (OWL), please email Kate
Kruckemeyer at kakrucke@me.com.
For Coming of Age questions, please email Peg Johnson at
pegrj@comcast.net.
Any inquiries about our youth or young adult groups can go directly to
Johnny Williams, our Youth and Young Adult Coordinator, at
youthfulusnf@gmail.com.
Additionally, the RE Council will be checking Jessica’s email
dre@uunorthampton.org and responding as needed.
Jessica and her wife, Maggie, are incredibly grateful for all of the kindness and
support from our USNF community. They look forward to introducing the baby to
everyone.

Where Should We Share the Plate Next?
The Coordinating Council is actively soliciting

nominations for Donate the Plate! Organizations
are selected through a democratic process twice a
year, with the decisions for the Spring to be made at
their February meeting. Nominations for worthy
organizations are still being accepted, according to
the following criteria:
Alignment with USNF's mission and vision
Established record of positive outcomes,
reasonable financial practices, and non-profit
status
Local organizations are particularly welcome
We are still looking for nominations of recipients. Please email the name of the
organization and a short description to the Coordinating
Council: council@uunorthampton.org. Everyone is warmly invited to their
February 7 meeting at 6:30 pm where everyone can vote and weigh in.

Skating Party this Sunday, January 16
The Klimczak's skating rink will be ready this
weekend! They are graciously hosting a
skating party from 1-3 pm on Sunday, January
16. Skates are available to borrow in many
different sizes. Please plan to wear a mask at
all times.
RSVP to Mimi Mattison for the address and
directions.

Adult Education

January Spiritual Discussion Group
Living with Intention
Wednesday, Jan 19, 5-6:15
Explore the idea of living with
intention, whether daily, for the new
year, or in life.
https://zoom.us/j/98681411085
Meeting ID: 986 8141 1085
One tap +13017158592,,98681411085#

January Widening the Circle
Discussion: Congregations and
Community
Thursday, January 20th: 7-8:30 pm
Have you ever felt that your voice was
not heard or your vote did not
count? What can we do as a
congregation and community to
promote diversity, equity, and
inclusion? Join us!

US, Dial by your location
+1 646 876 9923 US
Find out more here:
Spiritual Discussion Group Schedule.

The zoom meeting will be posted in the
Sunday Times in January.
We will explore the chapter on
Congregations & Communities

For more information, email dre@uunorthampton.org.
Learn more on our website: USNF Adult Education Offerings

Weekly Offerings
Adults
Thursdays, 5:30-6 pm - Meditation Circle on ZOOM
Readings, Silence, Lovingkindness Meditation and Singing For Zoom link email Janet at
minister@uunorthampton.org
Sundays
Family Gathering: Early Childhood & Primary RE - 9:30-10 am
Elementary & Middle School RE - 10-11 am
Youth Group - 2-4 pm

Beacon Schedule
The USNF Beacon is published on Tuesdays with featured articles appearing each week.
Pictures/Illustrations are strongly encouraged!
The monthly schedule is:
Week 1 - Minister's Notes
Week 2 - Board Report
Week 3 - Committee Reports and Articles
Week 4 - Religious Education and Faith Development
Week 5 - Editor's choice for months with 5 Tuesdays
Articles/photos are due the Friday before the week they are to be published. Articles
should be 250 words max. For longer articles, please contact the editor.
Send Submissions, with the word Beacon in the subject line to:
newsletter@uunorthampton.org
Contact
Us
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